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“If you want to achieve
great things, then you have
to go beyond your comfort
zone. You won’t get
anywhere by doing what
you are used to. You need
to go beyond what you
think you can do in order
to see your full potential.
Nobody ever did
something great by
wishing for it or by
staying in his or her
comfort zone. Success lies
beyond what we are
comfortable in. We
achieve our goals by
stretching our capabilities
and skills in ways we have
never imagined.”

Above quotes are from
Ben Francia (Ben Francia
is an Internet Marketing
Consultant, who helps
companies design and
executes effective Digital
Marketing Campaigns for
their brand that helps them
increase their bottomline).

It has been an honor to
serve as ASCLS-IL
President and I am proud
of myself for achieving
this accomplishment.
This past year, I have
learned so much more
about ASCLS and have
had the privilege to work
with many amazing
laboratory professionals
who love this profession
and believe in ASCLS as
much as I do. I truly
love being a laboratory
professional and I don’t
know where I would be
today if I did not decide
to attend MLS school in
my senior year of
college. The quote from
Ben Francia has helped
motivate me this past
year. I was initially
hesitant to take on the
role as ASCLS-IL
President because it
would take me out of my
comfort zone. I am a
recent graduate of the
ASCLS Leadership
Academy and I had the
support of my ASCLSIL family members so I
had no reason to be
nervous. I was ready

and I needed to have
confidence in myself.
This past year, I have
grown professionally and
I am grateful to have had
the opportunity. I
encourage everyone to try
something new and push
through your fears and
reservations.
We all need to promote
our profession in order
raise awareness and
change people’s
perceptions of the clinical
lab. Students and new
professionals: I hope that
you maintain your
enthusiasm and passion
for this profession. Please
consider getting more
involved in ASCLS at
either the local, state,
regional, or national level.
It will foster leadership
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Letter from the President, cont. & Announcements
skills and is a great way to give back to our profession! Please encourage membership in ASCLS, be a
mentor, and inspire both new and seasoned members.

ASCLS Announcements
● We are pleased to welcome our new Executive Vice President James “Jim” Flanigan,
CAE. Jim lives in the Chicago area and comes to ASCLS from the Society of Critical
Care Medicine, where he was the Director of Marketing. He was the chief revenue
officer responsible for generating nearly 80% of the Society’s gross income through
program and product marketing and membership programs as well as institutional and
international sales and industry relations.
● The ASCLS Annual Meeting and the ASCLS Advanced Management Institute will be
held in Philadelphia, PA July 31st to August 4th 2016. Check out the website for more
information www.ascls.org/ascls-meetings/annual-meeting-new (Please consider

attending the National Meeting as a delegate. One new professional and one student are encouraged
to attend).

● ASCLS has made changes to software recently and all of the passwords for ascls.org,

the new member community (members.ascls.org), and CE Organizer
(ceorganizer.ascls.org) have been reset to your ASCLS member number. If you forgot
your password, then you can reset your password by clicking on forgot password.
● For CE Organizer, there are now 2 different logins. One for members and one for

non-members.

● ASCLS does a lot for you. ASCLS is always coming up with new ideas and ways to
provide you with great member benefits and value. Please visit the website for the
newest promotions. www.ascls.org
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“A REMINDER TO JUST SAY NO!”
By: Eleanor Wolfram, M.S.
Nike, Inc., the footwear empire slogan is “Just Do it”. My slogan to all laboratorians is to, “Just Say NO” to
the practice of consuming and/or storing foods and beverages in the laboratory.
At times as humans we all become lax in common sense approaches. But careful attention to eating and
drinking laboratory procedures can eliminate most of the health & safety problems that may occur. It only
takes one accidental occurrence to be a life changer.
Because of historical adverse contamination events, there are numerous guidelines and regulations which
prohibit the consumption of food and drink in areas in which work involving exposure or potential exposure
to blood or other potentially infectious material exists, or where the potential for contamination of work
surfaces exists.
There are two primary problematic sources of contamination. They include bringing food substances into the
lab and the other involved the storage of food substances in the laboratory.
Problem #1: Bringing Food Stuff into Lab
Food and beverage containers may also become contaminated, resulting in unsuspected contamination of the
hands. Food and drink may be contaminated by such processes as the leakage or spillage of specimen
containers, or the performance of activities that could generate splashes, sprays, or droplets of blood or other
potentially infectious materials.
Problem #2: Storing Food Stuff in Lab Refrigerators
Food will absorb the vapors from the specimens, chemicals, and other lab agents in the refrigerator. One way
to prevent the absent-mindedness that can occur is to post a clear warning sign on any lab refrigerator: “Lab
Specimens and Other Lab Items Only; Do Not Store Your Food Here”.
Also another technique is to assign each lab staff member the responsibility to review contents on a
scheduled routine. They can check it periodically to be sure there is no food and no unlabeled containers.
They can also utilize this time to see that the inventory list is up-to-date, the refrigerator is functioning
properly and does not need to be defrosted.
Established Regulations & Standards
The storage of food and beverages where they may be exposed to hazardous substances is specifically
prohibited in the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) sanitation standard. Specifically,
29CFR1910.141 states that, “Eating and drinking areas. - No employee shall be allowed to consume food or
beverages in a toilet room nor in any area (such as, clinical, medical, or research laboratorians)” where toxic
materials (i.e. specimens, chemicals, etc.) can be exposed.”
OSHA’s Blood borne Pathogens Standard - 29CFR1910.1030 “(d) Methods of Compliance. states, (ix)
Eating, drinking, smoking, applying cosmetics or lip balm, and handling contact lenses are prohibited in
work areas where there is a reasonable likelihood of occupational exposure. In addition, the standard states(x)
Food and drink shall not be kept in refrigerators, freezers, shelves, cabinets or on countertops or bench tops
where blood or other potentially infectious materials are present.”
National Research Council’s Prudent Practices in the Laboratory
In accordance with the National Research Council’s Prudent Practices in the Laboratory: “5.C.2.2 Avoiding
Ingestion of Hazardous Chemicals Eating, drinking, smoking, gum chewing, applying cosmetics, and taking
medicine in laboratories where hazardous chemicals are used should be strictly prohibited. Food, beverages,
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Quality Talks! , cont.
cups, and other drinking and eating utensils should not be stored in areas where hazardous chemicals are
handled or stored. Glassware used for laboratory operations should never be used to prepare or consume
food or beverages. Laboratory refrigerators, ice chests, cold rooms, ovens, and so forth should not be used
for food storage or preparation. Laboratory water sources and deionizer laboratory water should not be used
for drinking water.
Other guidance include: 5E-1 Bio-hazardous Materials Never eat, drink, smoke, handle contact lenses, apply
cosmetics, or take or apply medicine in the laboratory. And also,
5E-2 “Radioactive Materials Never eat, drink, smoke, handle contact lenses, apply cosmetics, or take or
apply medicine in the laboratory, and keep food, drinks, cosmetics, and tobacco products out of the
laboratory entirely so that they cannot become contaminated.”
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention / National Institute of Health
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention / National Institute of Health’s guidelines titled
“CDC/NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories’ Standard Microbiological Practices”
for ALL Biosafety Level 1- Level 4 labs include the following: “3. Eating, drinking, smoking, handling
contact lenses, and applying cosmetics are not permitted in the work areas where there is reasonable
likelihood of exposure to potentially infectious materials. Food is stored outside the work area in cabinets or
refrigerators designated for this purpose only.”
Finally, OSHA’s Occupational exposure to hazardous chemicals in laboratories - 29CFR1910.1450
Appendix A - National Research Council Recommendations (1981) Concerning Chemical Hygiene in
Laboratories (Non-Mandatory) state: “E. Basic Rules for Working with Chemicals: 1. General Rules include
that (D) Eating Smoking, etc.: Avoid eating, drinking, smoking, gum chewing, or application of cosmetics in
areas where laboratory chemicals are present; wash hands before conducting these activities. Avoid storage,
handling, or consumption of food or beverages in storage areas, refrigerators, glassware or utensils which are
also used for laboratory operations.”
In conclusion, the above listed regulations, as well as those not cited are intended to prevent the ingestion of
toxic or infectious materials.
References
( 1 ) Occupational and Safety Health Administration (OSHA), www.gpo.gov.fdsys// granule /CRR-2011title29 --vol5/
( 2 ) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), www.CDC.gov/ lab standards/index.
Eleanor Wolfram, M.S., is a certified QA&C auditor

SPRING 2016

PAGE 5

Microtrace Tour
A Report by Debbie Wollenberg, MAT,MT(ASCP)CM
Elgin Community College Clinical Lab students had an “ eye- opening investigative” field trip to one of the
top analytical microscopy labs in the world!
Our gracious host, Skip Palenik, founder of Microtrace, LLC gave the students a tour of his lab which
included a wide array of microscopes, (from light, to transmission electron microscopy), a variety of
spectroscopes (gc-ms, micro-XRF, xray diffraction) and so much more! His lab houses over 20,000
cataloged physical samples such as sands, soils, fibers, pollen, dyes, glass, and pigments. Skip and his staff
have been called upon to solve many high profile cases, including The Green River Murders (Seattle, WA),
Jon Benet Ramsey (Boulder, CO), and the Unabomber (US), just to name a few. Everyday provides a new
and exciting challenge to Skip, and his staff of highly educated scientists. As Skip has been known to say,
“everyone leaves something behind” which is certainly key in solving the cases that they encounter. One
additional very strong point that resonated throughout the tour, was the importance of inquiry, and to keep
learning from the “experts in their fields”
Thanks again to Skip, and his wonderful staff of scientists!
Debbie Wollenberg, MAT, MT (ASCP)CM is the Director of Clinical Lab Technology/Histotechnology of
Elgin Community College

Pictured from left to right back row (Estefania Illescas-Amador, Skip Palenik, Kunal Patel,
Debbie Wollenberg, Victoria Weir)
Left to right front row (Hemangi Patel, Ann Ayers, Heather Creegan)
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Monday Moment With A Member
Once you have identified an ASCLS member from your state that you would like to highlight
because of unique/diverse characteristics – please complete the following questions and
send them to Alice Hawley at… pianowoman88@yahoo.com
1) Name and Hometown
2) Representing which state?
3) How would you describe yourself as person?
4) Job title / specialization
5) What got you into the field of laboratory sciences?
6) What has been the highlight of your career thus far?
7) What is your favorite part about your job?
8) What makes you diverse/unique?
9) What is your biggest achievement or proudest moment,
both in your career and your life?
10) How has ASCLS impacted you?

11) In your eyes, why should people join ASCLS?
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ASCLS-IL Spring 2016 Annual Meeting (in Pictures)
The annual meeting was held April 20-22 in Naperville-IL and included
Student Bowl Competition, Educational Sessions, Exhibits & more.

Pictured front from left
to right: Gilma
Roncancio-Weemer
(ASCLS-IL Executive
Secretary), Elissa
Passiment (outgoing
Executive Vice
President), Kim Von
Ahsen (Region
VI Director, and James
“Jim” Flanigan
(incoming ASCLS
Executive Vice
President)

Elissa Passiment,
ASCLS Executive
Vice President, was
the Keynote speaker
on Thursday April
21, 2016
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ASCLS-IL Spring 2016 Annual Meeting
(in Pictures), cont.

Jennifer Zinn, Senior
Vice President for
Point of Care
Commercial
Operations of Roche
Diagnostics Corp,
was the Keynote
speaker on Friday
April 22, 2016

The 2016 Annual
Meeting included 24
Sessions. Pictured are
the attendees of one of
the Scientific Sessions
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ASCLS-IL Sprin 2016 Annual Meeting
(in Pictures), cont.
Congratulations!

2016-2017 ASCLS-IL BOD
President: Masih Shokr ani
President-Elect: Nick Moore
Past President: Sheila Gibbons
Recording Secretary: Kate Ber nhar dt
Executive Secretary: Gilma Roncancio-Weemer
Treasurer: Amy Liu
Board Member-At-Large (2015-2017): Cher yl Hanson
Board Member-At-Large ( 2016-2018): Becky Gayeski
Nomination and Election Committee
Jeanne Isabel
Donna Weaver
2016-2017 Student Forum Officers
Chair: Reilly Steidle
Vice Chair: Mar tina Mar tin
Secretary: Sar ah Chr itz
Treasurer: Gregor y Urquizo

Pictured from left to right (back row): Sheila Gibbons, Gregory Urquizo, Sarah Chritz, Martina Martin,
Kate Bernhardt, and Becky Gayeski
Pictured from left to right (front row): Reilly Steidle, Donna Weaver, Jeanne Isabel, Nick Moore, and
Masih Shokrani
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ASCLS-IL Student Bowl Competition
A Report by: Sheila Gibbons MLS (ASCP) CM 2016 Student Bowl Committee Member
Student Bowl is a long-standing tradition of the ASCLS-IL State meeting, and was originated by Rosada
Heintz in 1975. Participating in Student Bowl is a fun way for the students to review for the Board of
Certification Exam. It is also a great review for new and experienced laboratory professionals.
The 2016 ASCLS-IL Annual Student Bowl took place on April 20 at the Chicago Marriott in Naperville,
Illinois. Eleven teams competed in the competition. Student Bowl is a fun committee to serve on. One of my
favorite things is the team names. The students come up with creative names! The teams represented this year
were “Howell-Jolly Bodies” and “Fun Guys” from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, “Thing 1” and
“Thing 2” from OSF St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria, “Hematrotters” from Elgin Community College,
“Pseudomona Lisas” from St. John's Hospital in Springfield, “HIVictory” and “Lysis to Kill” from Univeristy
of Illinois at Springfield, “MALDI-Tough Guys” and “NorthSpores” from Northshore University
Healthsystem in Evanston and “The Cryptococcus Keepers” from Illinois Central College . “The Cryptococcus
Keepers” from Illinois Central College were the winners this year! The Program Director of ICC is Anh Strow
who said “I’m proud of our team, but every team that participated is a winner!” This is ICC’s fourth win in the
past 9 years. Thank you to all of the teams that competed. I would also like to thank the members of the
Student Bowl Committee and all of the volunteers for a successful competition. It takes many hours to
organize this event, but the event would not be possible without the dedicated volunteers.

Illinois Central College Team is the 2016 Winner of Student Bowl
From the left: Anh Strow (Advisor), Tyler Barlow, Melanie Paden, Michelle Colloton (captain) holding the
plaque, Alyssa Harms, and Brandon Birdsell.
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ASCLS-IL AWARDS (2015- 2016)
2016 ASCLS-IL Award Winners
Member of the Year Award Winner: J eanne Isabel
Educator of the Year Award Winner: Demetr a “Toula” Castillo
President’s Award: Nicholas Moore
President’s Award: Gilma Roncancio-Weemer
Key’s to the Future: Cher yl Hanson
Key’s to the Future: Debbie Wollenber g
Outgoing President: Sheila Gibbons

Omicron Sigma

First awarded in 1977, Omicron Sigma is the ASCLS President's Honor Roll for
Outstanding Service. It provides lasting recognition of those dedicated members
who volunteer their personal resources, time and energy to ASCLS. Recognition
is at three levels: national, regional, and state. This allows constituent society
presidents, regional directors, and the ASCLS President to recognize members
for outstanding service.

At the state level
Jeanne Isabel
Nancy Knight
Amu Liu
Kate Bernhardt
Michelle Campbell
Cheryl Hanson
Jynelle Moyer
Anh Strow

At the regional level
Demetra “Toula” Castillo
Masih Shokrani
Sheila Gibbons

At the national level
Gilma Roncancio-Weemer
Maribeth Flaws
Nicholas Moore

Special Recognition to: J eanne Isabel, Chair of the
2016 Annual Meeting Planning Committee
Member Recognition Awards:
Northwest Branch:
Nancy Knight, Sheila Gibbons, Masih Shokrani, Jeanne Isabel, James Beam,
Deborah Wollenberg, Kurt Marten, Jules Zinni
Chicago Branch:
Cheryl Hanson, Rebecca Gayeski, Alexandra Vardouniotis, Yolanda Sanchez Garcia,
Mateusz Gornisiewicz, Erik Anderson, Nicholas Moore, Parnetta Sutton, Juan Elias,
Nicole Adams, Amy Liu, Elaine Nicholas, Demetra “Toula” Castillo, Kate Bernhardt,
Marjola Furczon
Central Branch:
Wendy Norton, Ahn Strow, Stephanie Wallace
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Student Forum Officers (2016-2017)
A report by: Chair- Reilly Steidle, Chair of Student Forum
I am so excited to be President of the Student Forum! It is an honor to represent all of the students in
Medical Lab Science (MLS) programs across Illinois as the chair and assist in making all of our voices
heard. Before being accepted to the MLS program I completed minors in Chemistry and Biology and
contributed to a chemistry research project at Northern Illinois University (NIU). I presented my research at
NIU's Undergraduate Research and Artistry Day and at the 2016 ASCLS-IL Annual Meeting. I am
currently a Paraprofessional in the Department of Education and Licensure and assist students in passing the
Test of Academic Proficiency, so that they can become educators. This summer I will be participating in the
Summer Lab Science Program at the Mayo Clinic in the Components portion of the Blood Bank. I am a
Junior in the MLS Program at NIU and have made the Dean's List every semester, since beginning the
program. I look forward to starting the clinical year of my education at OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center
and gaining real world experience. In addition to being elected president of the Student Forum, I am
President of the MLS Club of NIU. I believe my creativity, leadership, and optimism will continue to
motivate students, across the state, to move "forward, together, forward" in the coming year.
Thoughts on the meeting: My fir st exper ience at the ASCLS-IL meeting was truly a great one! It was
such a unique occurrence to be surrounded by other professionals in the MLS community from across the
state and with various levels of experience. I especially enjoyed Elissa Passiment's presentation on the
future of the laboratory. The statistics in the presentation were unsettling and help illustrate how important
our job is to elevating patient care. Her presentation along with the others I attended reinforced that we
must continue to assist physicians and move toward working directly beside them in settings, like grocery
stores, that are more inviting to patients. By creating this type of environment, it will be easier to continue
implementing cutting edge clinical and translational research and clinical advancements that will uphold
the utmost standard of patient care. The vendors that were present at the ASCLS-IL meeting offered new
technologies that will make these goals more easily obtainable. I was pleasantly overwhelmed by the
passion and expertise that the presenters exuded to the ASCLS members and it was nice to talk to other
members in the community at the social event. It was promising to see how many different facilities were
recruiting the next generation of Medical Lab Scientists, who will pioneer integrative medicine and research
techniques.

A report by: Martina Martin, Vice Chair of Student Forum
My name is Martina Martin, and I am a junior studying in the Clinical Laboratory Science Program at the
University of Illinois at Springfield. I am pursuing not only my degree in Clinical Laboratory Science with
honors but also minors in Chemistry and Public Health with university honors. I am the acting Vice
President of our CLS CLub. I am also active in several campus organizations including the Capital Scholar
Honors Peer Mentoring Program and Dance Marathon at UIS which fund raises money for the St. John's
Children's Hospital in Springfield. I am currently employed as an emergency medical scribe at Memorial
Medical Center. I am currently the acting Quality Assurance specialist, meaning I audit and evaluate all
other scribes in an effort to ensure we are performing Level 5 billing charting. My future aspirations include
attending medical school with a specialty in emergency medicine. I am very interested in ways to improve
communication between the laboratory and emergency departments and hope to create better methods of
communication throughout my career. With a degree in Clinical Laboratory Science and work experience in
the emergency department, I believe I have a unique perspective as to the current state of communication
and a promising outlook on how the communication could be improved."
Thoughts on the meeting: The 2016 State Meeting for ASCLS was my fir st exper ience at a
professional meeting. I attended the Student Bowl competition on the first night of the meeting. I was very
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Student Forum Officers (2016-2017), cont.
excited to see so many students getting involved in the competition and showing interest in the field of
Clinical Laboratory Science. All of the teams showed great interest for the field and competed with
enthusiasm.
During the first day of presentations, I attended the key note speaker as well as multiple lectures. I
thoroughly enjoyed the key note speaker and her message that there needs to be increased communication
between physicians and the laboratory staff. As an employee in an emergency department, I can speak
firsthand to how important this communication is to patient treatment. I was also very interested in her idea
that a laboratory professional should attend rounds with a physician in order to more accurately explain a
patient's laboratory results to them. I think this could open up a number of different job opportunities for
laboratory professionals that have an interest in having increased patient contact. This would be a job I
would be interested in exploring.
I attended a lecture regarding BOC certification that I found incredibly informative. I found this lecture to be
one of the few lectures that was quite beneficial for students to attend. It was great information to have as a
junior getting ready to enroll in my senior year of undergraduate research. The lecture gave me a better
understanding of the steps I will be taking after the completion of my senior year. I found this to be very
important for students to know so that they are able to begin planning to obtain all of the required
documentation for certification. I also believe the presentation personally gave me a better understanding as
to how to approach studying for the BOC exam after having it explained to me how the progressive exam is
evaluated.
The evening of the first day I also attended a lecture regarding the evaluation of sepsis using procalcitonin.
This was personally the most interesting and informative lecture. The presentation demonstrated how testing
of procalcitonin levels can provide a physician with information regarding the degree of sepsis their patient
is suffering from and if they are administering the proper antimicrobial therapy. I stayed after the lecture and
briefly spoke with the presenter regarding the application of the testing to emergency departments. Based on
this conversation, it is a practical thought that this type of testing could begin emerging into the emergency
department as a method of ruling out viral infections versus bacterial infections. This is important
information for students to have as they will be the next medical techs in the laboratory and could potentially
experience the transition to receiving specimens for this type of testing from emergency departments. This
was interesting to me personally as I see patients in the emergency department. This testing could be a
method to limiting antimicrobial usage in the future.
I attended the social event Thursday evening. The event was quite laid back and relaxing; however, from a
student's perspective I believe this event could be improved to allow students to make more connections both
with other students as well as with other professionals currently working in the field they are interested in.
This type of event would be a causal way for students to network and make important connections early in
their careers. I believe events such as the social event could be improved to promote more conversation
between programs rather than the programs grouping themselves together away from other programs. I had
the pleasure of conversing with a student from NIU and learned much information regarding their program
and the differences between their program and the UIS. More conversation of this nature could make the
social event more resourceful.
On the final day of the meeting, I attended a lecture regarding automation in the microbiology laboratory.
While much of the information was hard for me to understand because I have not attended clinical rotations,
what I was able to grasp interested me, and I found the information to be important for students that will
soon be entering the work force. The idea of automation is information that will more than likely be affecting
incoming medical techs and younger medical techs as it is a relatively new idea. It is also a concept that
should interest students because the current students belong to the age of technology. I found the
information, while very technical, to be informative. This information has made me more excited for my
upcoming clinical rotations.
My overall impression of the 2016 ASCLS State Meeting was very positive. While I believe improvements
could be made in an effort to interest more students, I believe there was good information shared regarding
where the field of Clinical Laboratory Science is moving in the coming years.
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Student Forum Officers (2016-2017), cont.
A report by: Sarah Chritz, Secretary of Student Forum
I have always been interested in anatomy and science and so the urge to gain knowledge in these areas
pushed me to pursue the medical field. A microbiology prerequisite course sparked an interest in me for the
laboratory field and thus lead me to research possible career options in the medical laboratory. From research
that I conducted, I found the MLS program at NIU and pursued my dream of working in a medical
laboratory. I am also interested in the research aspect of the laboratory, which is why I am conducting a
research project this year.
Thoughts on the meeting: The ASCLS-IL meeting was an eye-opening event for me confirming my choice
to join the MLS program at NIU. The state meeting was very informative and the people were all very
welcoming. The meeting gave me a sense of motivation to keep up the hard work and to become more
involved. At the state meeting, I was elected as secretary of the ASCLS-IL Student Forum. I am thrilled to
become more involved and I can’t wait to spark more student involvement and interest in the MLS program.

A report by: Gregory Urquizo, Treasurer of Student Forum
I became a member of ASCLS last year, and was elected as treasurer of the ASCLS-IL student forum for
2016-2017. I am currently a junior Medical Laboratory Science major at Northern Illinois University, and
also the Vice President of NIU MLS club.
Thoughts on the meeting: The ASCLS-IL state meeting had a lot of interesting speakers with different
laboratory topics. The board exam session gave me a lot of information on the setup of the ASCP Board
exam. I think it’s interesting that the board exam has a test bank that it can choose questions from, so
everyone that takes it doesn’t get the same questions. The other sessions I attended were all interesting, and I
learned a lot. The social event was fun, and it allowed me to network with others in my profession.
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Ellen McGill Memorial Scholarship Application Available
This scholarship is named in honor of Ellen McGill who was a long-time medical technologist in the Chicago
area. Ellen was an active member in ASCLS-IL (formerly ICLSA) and a past president. She was the Director
of the School of Medical Technology at Illinois Masonic Hospital. This scholarship was started to honor
Ellen’s contributions to the profession.
The 2016 ASCLS Annual Meeting will be held July 31-August 4 in Philadelphia, PA.
Please consider applying for the Ellen McGill Memorial Scholarship.
The application deadline is June 1st. "Two $750 scholarships are still available this year. Funding is
available to cover relevant expenses including cost of travel, registration fees and meals up to $750. All
receipts must be submitted to the ASCLS-IL Treasurer. Award recipients will be required to write an article
for the ASCLS-IL newsletter summarizing their experience at the National Meeting."
Requirements:
1. Be a PF1, PF2, or student member of ASCLS and a resident of Illinois.
2. Demonstrate prior involvement in the society at the local or state level.
3. Demonstrate the potential for future leadership on the ASCLS-IL Board of Directors.
4. Application must be for a meeting the applicant has not previously attended.
The application need to include a short essay and a reference from a member
of the ASCLS-IL Board of Directors.
** For more information, visit the following link:
http://www.asclsil.com/Scholarships_Ellen.html
**Additional Questions? Contact Michelle Renee Campbell, MLS(ASCP)
at m.campbell118266@yahoo.com.
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Career Opportunities: OSF System Laboratory
MT Support Analyst (A lton Only)
Maintains and supports the Laboratory Information
System and any vendor produced interfaces to the Laboratory Information System such as Quality Control
programs or Reference Interfaces. In charge of laboratory compliance, local, state, and federal compliance,
as well as CAP requirements for all areas of the lab. The Support Analyst also serves as the Laboratory
Point of Care Testing Coordinator.
Must be M.T. (ASCP) or equivalent with a Lab Generalist background. Experience in compliance (CAP)
preferred. L.I.S. support experience is a plus.

HT (Peoria Only)
Associate degree or bachelor’s degree is required.
Approximately one to three months on-the-job experience is necessary to gain knowledge of histochemical
reagents, solutions, equipment maintenance and ability to perform a wide variety of histology procedures.
Successful completion of an NAACLS accredited Histotechnology program and the ASCP Board of
Certification is required.

MT (Peoria, Pontiac, R ockford, Bloomington)
Bachelor’s degree in Medical Technology is required.
Successful completion of the ASCP Board of Certification
MLS exam within one year of employment is also required.
Other bachelor’s degrees are acceptable with successful
completion of ASCP Board of Certification MLS exam prior
to employment.
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Career Opportunities: OSF System Laboratory, cont.
MLT (Bloomington, M onmouth, R ockford, K ewanee, Alton, Ottawa, Pontiac)
Associate degree as a Medical Laboratory Technician is required.
Successful completion of the ASCP Board of Certification MLT exam within in one year of employment is
also required.
Other associate degrees are acceptable with successful completion of ASCP Board of Certification MLT
exam prior to employment.
Immediate openings for all shifts. Apply online at http://www.osfcareers.org/lab/

For questions, please call (309) 624–8942 to speak to a Laboratory Recruiter.
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Career Opportunities: PCL Alverno
PCL Alverno Medical Technologist/ Medical Laboratory Technician Employment
Opportunity
Come Join Our Winning Team! Alverno is one of the largest integrated laboratory networks serving
hospitals in the Midwest region. Alverno's innovative; state of the art laboratory is the only free-standing,
local reference lab in our service area. Our network includes 26 hospitals and multiple physician offices. We
are a full service; community based medical laboratory performing over 750 different tests in both clinical
and anatomic pathology to partner hospitals and outreach clients. Alverno offers the convenience and
customer service of a local laboratory with the sophistication of a large reference laboratory. Established in
Hammond, Indiana, Alverno is a joint venture of Franciscan Alliance and Presence Health.
This individual is responsible for specimen processing, test performance and reporting test results. Testing
performed will include waived, moderate and high complexity tests as authorized by the Director. He/she
will report results of all tests performed according to established procedures. In addition this individual will
participate fully in all quality control procedures and comply with quality assurance and quality
management standards within the department as outlined by the department, JCAHO, CAP, CLIA and other
applicable agencies. He/she will perform specimen collection as necessary.
Qualifications:
● Associate or Bachelor degree in a lab science and graduate of an accredited medical lab technician or
medical technologist program required.
● Meets CLIA guidelines to perform high complexity testing.
Positions are currently available within the Chicagoland area; Danville, IL; Urbana, IL; and Kankakee, IL.
We have positions varying from PRN, to part time, to full time.
PCL Alverno offers a competitive salary, comprehensive benefits package, competitive shift differentials,
and other work/life benefits!

Interested candidates may view openings and apply at www.pclalverno.com.
Questions or concerns? Please feel free to contact Jessica Poole, Employment
Specialist, at Jessica.poole@franciscanalliance.org or 219-989-3878.
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ASCLS-IL is an affiliate society of the American Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science (ASCLS) and one of five states in ASCLS Region VI,
which also includes Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.
ASCLS serves as the voice of all clinical laboratory professionals, creating a
vision for the advancement of the clinical laboratory practice field, and
advocating the value and the role of the profession ensuring safe, effective,
efficient, equitable, and patient centered health care.






AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR CLINICAL


LABORATORY–
SCIENCE - ILLINOIS

Promoting the value of the profession to healthcare and the public
Uniting the profession to speak with one voice
Advocating on behalf of the profession
Promoting professional independence
Enhancing quality standards and patient safety
Ensuring workplace safety
Providing professional development opportunities
Promoting expanded roles and contributions of clinical laboratory
professionals to the healthcare team
 Increasing the diversity in the profession and expanding the voice and
role of under-represented individuals and groups

Do you have examples/ideas of ways to promote the profession of
Medical Laboratory Scientist?

We’re on the web!
www.asclsil.org

Ideas to increase ASCLS-IL membership?

Are you interested in becoming more involved in ASCLS-IL?
We are always looking for help and volunteers!
Are you an educator? Are you a writer?

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
ASCLS.IL

We are looking help for creating new student bowl questions!
Are you a great party planner?
We could use your help in planning future ASCLS-IL Annual Meetings!
Do you love talking to and meeting new people?
We could use your help in recruiting members to the association and

promoting the profession!
We are always interested in articles for the newsletter
For any and all of the above, please feel free to contact the organization at:

ASCLS.IL.Information@gmail.com
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